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Wheaton, Maryland



Wheaton, Maryland

Wheaton HQ Mural project by Nicole Bourgeain 2021

Diversity in Wheaton:

Å 44% Hispanic

Å 23% White

Å 15% Black

Å 13% Asian

Å 5% Other



Wheaton, Maryland - Demographics

Source: Data USA



Remembering Adam Roberts, Former WSIZ Leader 

Adam Roberts

Executive Director, 

Bethesda Green

(1968 - 2022)



Foundation 



Engaging the Community for a Clean Energy Future

Economic Development Climate Resilience

Climate Justice Equitable Innovation



Wheaton Sustainable InnovationZone Pillars



Our Team



One Montgomery Green



Bethesda Green

Be Green Business - Innovation Lab Pitch Events Be Green Living ς Environmental Education & 
Recycling Campaigns



Montgomery County Economic Development Corporation



Global Urban Development

ZISPOA Sustainable Innovation Hub



Alignment with Prize Goals: Initial Alignment

Goal #3: 
Foster Grassroots 

Innovation

Goal #4: 
Raise Awareness 
about Funding 
Opportunities

Goal #1:

Enable Clean Energy 

and Climate Innovation 

Entrepreneurship

Programming

Goal #2:
Increase Participation in 
Clean Energy and Climate 
Smart Job Training and 

Placement

Goal #5:
Enable Development 
of Replicable Clean 
Energy Transitions



Phase Two 
Activities



Community Engagement: Early Steps

ÅHired a Community 

Manager

ÅDeveloped strategy for 

community engagement

ÅReached 125 businesses

ÅAttracted 190 attendees



Community Engagement: Stakeholder Advisors



Spotlight on Omar Lazo, WSIZ Advisory Stakeholder

ά²Ŝ ώ²{L½ϐ ƘŀŘ ŀ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴ 
ǊŜƎŀǊŘƛƴƎ ŎƻƳǇƻǎǘƛƴƎΣ ŀƴŘ LΩƳ 
working with other business 
owners to start a commercial 
composting program here in 
²ƘŜŀǘƻƴΧŀƴŘ LΩƳ ŜȄŎƛǘŜŘ ŦƻǊ 
ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƻ ŎƻƳŜΦέ

ς Omar Lazo, Owner Los Chorros



Community Engagement: Walking Tour of Wheaton 

Welcome Lunch with Olle Dierks
May 2022



Community Engagement: Walking Tour of Wheaton 

All Eco Design Center, Wheaton



Community Engagement: Knowledge Sharing 

Seminar on Sustainable Transportation Technology with Marcus Coester
March 2023



Community Engagement: Knowledge Sharing 

Wheaton Sustainable Innovation Zone Mixer 
November 2022



Community Engagement: Knowledge Sharing 

Wheaton Sustainable Innovation Zone: Tackling Food Waste 
February 2023



Community Engagement: Knowledge Sharing 

Solar Workshop for Faith & Community Leaders
April 2023



IMPACT



Outreach Partners



Outreach Partners

Montgomery County Energy Summit
March 2023

Montgomery GreenFest
April 2023



Entrepreneurial Training

WSIZ Business Workshop Series
May 2023



Carbon Reduction Roadmap



Project Visibility

Montgomery County Council
Rockville, MD
February 2023


