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Wheaton, Maryland



Wheaton, Maryland

Wheaton HQ Mural project by Nicole Bourgea in 2021

Diversity in Wheaton:

• 44% Hispanic

• 23% White

• 15% Black

• 13% Asian

• 5% Other



Wheaton, Maryland - Demographics

Source: Data USA



Remembering Adam Roberts, Former WSIZ Leader 

Adam Roberts

Executive Director, 

Bethesda Green

(1968 - 2022)



Foundation 



Engaging the Community for a Clean Energy Future

Economic Development Climate Resilience

Climate Justice Equitable Innovation



Wheaton Sustainable Innovation Zone Pillars



Our Team



One Montgomery Green



Bethesda Green

Be Green Business - Innovation Lab Pitch Events Be Green Living – Environmental Education & 
Recycling Campaigns



Montgomery County Economic Development Corporation



Global Urban Development

ZISPOA Sustainable Innovation Hub



Alignment with Prize Goals: Initial Alignment

Goal #3: 
Foster Grassroots 

Innovation

Goal #4: 
Raise Awareness 

about Funding 
Opportunities

Goal #1:

Enable Clean Energy 

and Climate Innovation 

Entrepreneurship

Programming

Goal #2:
Increase Participation in 

Clean Energy and Climate 
Smart Job Training and 

Placement

Goal #5:
Enable Development 
of Replicable Clean 
Energy Transitions



Phase Two 
Activities



Community Engagement: Early Steps

• Hired a Community 

Manager

• Developed strategy for 

community engagement

• Reached 125 businesses

• Attracted 190 attendees



Community Engagement: Stakeholder Advisors



Spotlight on Omar Lazo, WSIZ Advisory Stakeholder

“We [WSIZ] had a session 
regarding composting, and I’m 
working with other business 
owners to start a commercial 
composting program here in 
Wheaton…and I’m excited for 
what’s to come.”

– Omar Lazo, Owner Los Chorros



Community Engagement: Walking Tour of Wheaton 

Welcome Lunch with Olle Dierks
May 2022



Community Engagement: Walking Tour of Wheaton 

All Eco Design Center, Wheaton



Community Engagement: Knowledge Sharing 

Seminar on Sustainable Transportation Technology with Marcus Coester
March 2023



Community Engagement: Knowledge Sharing 

Wheaton Sustainable Innovation Zone Mixer 
November 2022



Community Engagement: Knowledge Sharing 

Wheaton Sustainable Innovation Zone: Tackling Food Waste 
February 2023



Community Engagement: Knowledge Sharing 

Solar Workshop for Faith & Community Leaders
April 2023



IMPACT



Outreach Partners



Outreach Partners

Montgomery County Energy Summit
March 2023

Montgomery GreenFest
April 2023



Entrepreneurial Training

WSIZ Business Workshop Series
May 2023



Carbon Reduction Roadmap



Project Visibility

Montgomery County Council
Rockville, MD
February 2023



Alignment: State Priorities

Maryland Governor Wes Moore, speaking in Gaithersburg at the largest Rooftop Solar 
Installation in Maryland April 2023



Alignment: State Priorities

Maryland Governor Wes Moore visiting Wheaton,  MD

May 2023 



Alignment: Local Priorities - Equity Emphasis Area

Montgomery County Green 
Buildings Now Act of 2022: 
20% of Green Bank Funds to 

Equity Emphasis Areas



Spotlight on Dept. of Environmental Protection (DEP)

The WSIZ project “dovetails with 
the County’s Climate Action Plan 
as well as Federal commitments to 
fund projects that work at the 
intersection of climate resilience, 
economic development, and equity 
and inclusion.”

Excerpt from Letter of Support – 

Adriana Hochberg former 

Acting Director, DEP



FUTURE



Goal #3: 
Foster Grassroots 

Innovation

Goal #4: 
Raise Awareness 

about Funding 
Opportunities

Goal #1:

Enable Clean Energy 

and Climate Innovation 

Entrepreneurship

Programming

Goal #2:
Increase Participation in 

Clean Energy and Climate 
Smart Job Training and 

Placement

Goal #5:
Enable Development 
of Replicable Clean 
Energy Transitions

Alignment with Prize Goals: Moving Forward



B Corp and Green Business Certification



Green Talent



Green Places

Marian Fryer Plaza & Wheaton Veteran's Park RainScapes Garden 



Community Collaboration

What do you want to see happen in 

Wheaton in the future? 

• Revitalization

• Walkability

• More Trees

• Native Plants

• Incentives



Why This Is Worth It



Let's Work Together!

Together we will:

1. Grow and create more diverse business sectors 

2. Attract, retain, and expand existing businesses

3. Support entrepreneurs

4. Embolden a diverse and talented workforce



Conclusion



Thank you! 
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