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Building on a project funded by the US Department of Energy through the Inclusive Energy 

Innovation Prize, the partners below work to strengthen economic development efforts, 

climate resilience and promote innovation in a diverse urban community through the 

creation of a Sustainable Innovation Zone.

Through extensive community engagement, project partners apply the international lessons of 

sustainable innovation to the curated needs of an underserved community, creating a model 

for similar communities in the County, State, and Nation.

Economic Development Through 

Green Savings • Green Opportunities • 

Green Talent • Green Places



US Dept of Energy Inclusive Energy Innovation Challenge



Sustainable Innovation Economic Development Strategies generate substantial 
economic and employment growth and sustainable business and community 

development by demonstrating that innovation, efficiency, and conservation in the use 
and reuse of all natural and human resources is the best way to increase jobs, incomes, 

productivity, and competitiveness.

In addition, Sustainable Innovation Economic Development Strategies are the most 
cost-effective method of promoting renewable energy and clean technologies, 

protecting the environment, and preventing harmful impacts from climate change.

Sustainable Innovation and Inclusive Prosperity



SUSTAINABLE INNOVATION ZONE GOALS

Green Talent — investing in fundamental 

assets such as education, research, 

technological innovation, and modern 

entrepreneurial and workforce skills, because 

people are now the world’s most vital green 

economic resource

Green Places — establishing sustainable 

transportation and infrastructure, and 

protecting and enhancing the natural and built 

environment, to create more attractive, livable, 

healthy, vibrant, prosperous, productive, 

resilient, and resource-efficient areas and 

communities.

Green Opportunities — growing jobs and 

incomes through business development and 

expanding markets for resource efficiency, 

sustainability, and clean technologies

Green Savings — cutting costs for 

businesses, families, communities, and 

governments by efficiently using renewable 

resources and by reducing and reusing waste



https://www.wheatonsustainableinnovationzone.com/



Fulfilling County Economic Goals

● Create ”One-Stop Green Savings 

Information Clearinghouse & facilitate 

related advisory Services

● Info sessions for local business 

stakeholders on building retrofit & other 

green energy savings opportunities

● Coordinate with Downtown Wheaton Study 

team to ensure sustainability priorities are 

incorporated into their planning endeavors

● Facilitate opportunities for Montgomery 

County, and specifically Wheaton 

businesses, to purchase locally and/or 

sustainably from each other





https://onemontgomerygreen.org/



One Montgomery Green is a nonprofit organization located in Montgomery County MD 
dedicated to develop and promote models for a sustainable, just, and  regenerative Montgomery 
County, MD.  We do this by engaging stakeholders, fostering partnerships with local businesses 
and promoting educational projects for a  verdant and equitable economy.



https://bethesdagreen.org/



BETHESDA GREEN



https://thinkmoco.com/



HOSPITALITY TECH ACCELERATOR: INNOVATING THE FUTURE

SOLVING SUSTAINABILITY ISSUES

Energy Efficiency and Management

Water Conservation and Management

Waste Reduction and Management



https://www.globalurban.net/



• BETHESDA GREEN



Porto Alegre Sustainable 
Innovation Zone (ZISPOA) 

Sustainable Innovation Zones 
Combine 6 Key Elements: 

• Innovation and Technology
• Entrepreneurship and Startups
• Sustainability and Resource 

Efficiency
• Creativity and Collaboration
• Participatory Community 

Management
• Business-Friendly Environment

Rio Grande do Sul Leapfrog Economic Strategy:
Most Sustainable and Innovative Place in Latin America by 2030 Map of ZISPOA

Solar Electric Car Charging Station Solar “Tree”



NASEM/Viable Cities/UN-Habitat/GUD Seminar on Urban Sustainability and Climate Action
 House of Sweden, Washington, DC,  May 10, 2022



WSIZ Lunch hosted by MCEDC to welcome Olle Dierks, Manager for Large-
Scale Investments, Viable Cities/KTH, Stockholm, Sweden,

 Los Chorros Restaurant, Wheaton, May 10, 2022



All Eco Design Center, Wheaton

WSIZ Walking Tour for Olle Dierks, Manager for Large-Scale Investments, 
Viable Cities/KTH, Stockholm, Sweden,

 Wheaton Sustainable Innovation Zone, May 10, 2022



May 24, 2022



WSIZ Mixer/Networking Event, WorkSource Montgomery, 
Wheaton, November 10, 2022



NASEM international report acknowledges
Wheaton Sustainable Innovation Zone, 
Washington, DC, November 29, 2022



WSIZ Composting and Tackling Food Waste Workshop,
WorkSource Montgomery, Wheaton, February 15, 2023



WSIZ Composting and Tackling Food Waste Workshop,
WorkSource Montgomery, Wheaton, February 15, 2023



Montgomery County Council, Rockville, February 16, 2023



Montgomery County Council, Rockville, February 16, 2023



• FROM MARCUS

WSIZ seminar with Marcus Coester, CEO, AEROM, Porto Alegre, Brazil,
 explaining the Aeromovel sustainable transportation technology in ZISPOA,

MontCo Department of Environmental Protection, Wheaton, March 16, 2023



WSIZ welcomes Marcus Coester, CEO, AEROM, Porto Alegre, Brazil,
Wheaton, March 16, 2023,

Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission (M-NCPPC) lobby



Wheaton Sustainable Innovation Zone will participate in the
Inclusive Energy Innovation Prize In-Person Pitch Event at the

National Renewal Energy Laboratory (NREL), Golden, CO
 June 12-14, 2023 

US Dept of Energy Inclusive Energy Innovation ChallengeUS Dept of Energy Inclusive Energy Innovation 





1. Visit our website: 

https://www.wheatonsustainableinnovationzone.com

2. Sign up for more Information

3. Referrals - Do you know of a business that could benefit from 

our resources? 

4.  How can we support you? 

Economic Development Through 

Green Savings • Green Opportunities • 

Green Talent • Green Places



In Memoriam: Adam Roberts
former Executive Director, Bethesda Green



THANKS!
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